In light of the effort UMAM D&R has invested in expanding its network of regional and international partners, the organization was privileged to accept in June 2011 an invitation by the Institute for the Study of Human Rights at New York’s Columbia University to join its Alliance for Historical Dialogue and Accountability (AHDA). This unique body seeks to promote exchange among scholars, advocates, civil society organizations, journalists, educators, artists and policy makers dedicated to cultivating historical dialogue and accountability in conflict, post-conflict and post-dictatorial societies worldwide. UMAM looks forward not only to joining this network, but also to engaging in comparative and interdisciplinary dialogue with its fellow AHDA members.

Rohit Goel, UMAM’s academic affairs officer, participated via Skype in AHDA’s December 2011 conference “Historical Dialogue and Accountability: Scholarly and Advocacy Perspectives,” which was held in Bonn, Germany. During the teleconference, Goel presented case studies of UMAM’s ongoing archival and analytical work, such as the organization’s recent efforts to categorize and interpret materials from its Carlton Hotel and Studio Baalbek archival collections. He also discussed ongoing Lebanese efforts to develop a unified history textbook during a question and answer session attended by representatives from AHDA’s other member organizations including the Association for Historical Dialogue and Research (Cyprus); Anadolu Kültür (Turkey); the Center for History, Democracy and Reconciliation (Serbia); Documenta:Center for Dealing with the Past (Croatia); the Institute for Applied History (Germany); Listening between the Lines (USA);Seyfo Center (USA) and Zochrot (Israel). 

UMAM D&R is eager to continue working with AHDA and its member organizations. As a fellow member, we hope to share solutions to the practical challenges we encounter, advance the use of historical dialogue and accountability as mechanisms for reconciliation, facilitate valuable interdisciplinary and international exchange on the related topics of historical dialogue and accountability and help connect like-minded organizations and individuals globally.
