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Ordinary Cannibalism
Covering "Hezbollah Fighters"/Lebanese Shia "boys" dying in Syria

In general, dealing 
with death is a 
tricky issue. But 
dealing with the 
deaths associated with an organization you 
oppose staunchly because of its ideology, 
ethics, politics, alliances and practices is 
far more challenging. This is especially true 
when the individuals involved are dying 
outside their country while supporting 
a dictatorial regime bent on suppressing 
the legitimate desire of a people to live in 
dignity and freedom. Of course, it is not 
particularly difficult to guess that we are 
referring to Hezbollah, especially since 
the organization's military involvement 
in Syria has taken such a dramatic turn—
and garnered such tremendous media 
exposure—because of the battle for 
Qusayr.

Newspapers, websites and media outlets 
of every type are literally racing each 
other to discover and announce the latest 
deaths among the fighters sent to Syria by 
Hezbollah. ShiaWatch has also sought to 
gather such information, primarily but not 
exclusively from open sources, and interpret 
it relative to factors including geography, 
age and frequency. But the approach we 
take to this work also involves observing 
the partisanship demonstrated by the many 

media outlets, and in particular, taking 
note of the schadenfreude being woven into 
this macabre competition by Arabic and 
non-Arabic anti-Hezbollah media outlets. 

Much to Lebanon's detriment, the trivial 
yet vengeful tone of these reports is coupled 
with between-the-lines insinuations 
that these casualties will advance some 
domestic agenda. To be sure, the deaths 
we are just now learning about are not 
disassociated from the domestic and 
regional context. Yet if those horrendous 
casualties do indeed contribute anything, 
it will be that they exacerbate the various 
latent and/or active conflicts. Ultimately, 
that "contribution" will make it even more 
likely that the sparks of discord could burst 
instantly into a roaring fire.

Despite our overt opposition to Hezbollah, 
we at ShiaWatch realize that covering this 
chapter of the war in Syria may cause us to 
be regarded as "flesh eaters." Nevertheless, 
we will continue to publish additional 
literature about this disheartening topic 
because we do not view these casualties—

“Would one of you love to eat the flesh of his dead brother?”
Quran, al-Hujurat 49:12

Arabic calligraphy of the verse cited above.



the dead, the wounded and the missing—
only as "Hezbollah fighters." Instead, we 
view these Lebanese Shia "boys," whose 
involvement in the Syrian war is based on 
orders given by Hezbollah, as evidence of 
the terribly dysfunctional relationship 
between Lebanon's Shia community 
and its other communities. They also 
offer mute testimony to the contentious 
relations among elements of the Lebanese 
and Syrian populations, which represent 
collectively a complex and convoluted 
issue which Lebanon's Shia community 
must manage—regardless of Hezbollah’s 
future. 

The pages that follow contain the names 

of 115 “boys” who were killed because 
Hezbollah, in advancing its agenda as well 
as that of its regional patrons, ordered them 
to fight in Syria. While this number may 
seem insignificant compared to the tens of 
thousands of Syrians who have perished 
since the revolution began, the reality is 
that the results of this violence defy all 
bureaucratic efforts to quantify that sad 
outcome. Irrespective of their affiliation, 
and from a very down-to-earth human 
but particularly Lebanese perspective, 
we believe these unfortunate hundred 
Lebanese, to say nothing of all the other 
young Lebanese who have gone to join the 
fight in Syria, deserve to be mourned rather 
than celebrated.
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#

115

114

113

112

111

Image Name

MohaMad S. ahMad

ali haydar

ali al-MouSSawi

huSSein youSSef faqih

ali MohaMad S. akil

SOURCe

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

aPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013
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#

110

109

108

107

106

105

104

103

102

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

huSSein Mounir Merhi

abdullah i. khalil

huSSein huSSein

abbaS hallal
mIlITaRy FIRST aID CORPS

huSSein a. TaShouni

MuSTafa huSni aSSaf

huSSein haSSan ballouT

MohaMad a. youSSef

abbaS ali Tarhini

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013
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#

101

100

099

098

097

096

095

094

093

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

Jaafar youSSef dagher

ali al-hadi dandaSh

iSMaeil ali ZaayTer

huSSein M. haMMoud

haSSan al-baddawi

ali haSSan MorTada

MohaMad a. oThMan

youSSef al-abed

MohaMad bader

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013
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#

092

091

090

089

088

087

086

085

084

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

rabih ali al-Saabe

rabih MahMoud fareS

abbaS M. idriSS

abbaS ali al-Siblani

ali alaedeen

ayMan faqih

abdullah h. ahMad

MohaMad SalaMe

abbaS M. farhaT

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013
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#

083

082

081

080

079

078

077

076

075

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

ali fouad haSSan

JaSour M. iSMaeil

ali raShid al-Mokdad 

ali ahMad MaZlouM

huSSein M. haMed

huSSein a. al-MuSTrah
membeR OF mahDI SCOUTS

MohaMad h. MorTada

MohaMad al-Siblani

abdullah haydar ahMad

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013
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#

074

073

072

071

070

069

068

067

066

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

walid M. SuleiMan

naeiM SaMir Zaher

nader haSSan Tarhini

MuSTafa wehbi

MohaMad h. barakaT

MohaMad h. Shehade

MohaMad kh. berJakle

MaJid ali al-ali

MohaMad J. youSSef

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013
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#

065

064

063

062

061

060

059

058

057

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

MohaMad Jawad radi

fadi al-JaZar
PaleSTINIaN

ali raMZe kawTharani

ali haSSan badran

ali MahMoud MualleM

ali qaSSeM al-aTTar

ali abbaS douhayni

ali MaTar

ali MohaMad faqih

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Alakhbarpress.com

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013
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#

056

055

054

053

052

051

050

049

048

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

ali aShMar

abdul MuTTaleb
al-MouSSawi

MaJid abed huSSein iSSa

SaMer MohaMad hiJaZi

Saade ali MahMoud

ra’ef MohaMad olleiq

reda aSh-Shaer

khalil naSrallah

khalil youSSef MeZher

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013
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#

047

046

045

044

043

042

041

040

039

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

huSSein yaghi

haSSan huSSein Mahdi

haSSan M. hodroJ

huSSein brayTe'

haSSan ShaMS

haSSan hariri

haSSan n. al-Mokdad

huSSein ahMad 

Jawad SuleiMan al-ali

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

10

Third week of May 2013
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#

038

037

038

035

034

033

032

031

030

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

ahMad kaMel khoreiS

aShraf haSSan ayyad

MohaMad haMade

MohSen berro

MohaMad ali a. bakri

Salah Sabbagh

radwan al-aTTar

ahMad wael raad

MohaMad q. abd aS-SaTer

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Alahedews.com

Alahedews.com
Facebook.com

Nabatieh.org
Facebook.com

Alahedews.com
Nabatieh.org

Facebook.com

Mtv.com
Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Mtv.com
Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Mtv.com
Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Third week of May 2013

Second week of May 2013

Second week of May 2013

Second week of May 2013

11

Third week of May 2013
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#

029

028

027

026

025

024

023

022

021

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

Talal qaSeM JeZZini

haSSan faySal Shukr

abbaS M. oThMan

MohaMad f. rabah

MohaMad S. khalil

haTeM huSSein

haSSan ali Shahrour

huSSein Jaradi

huSSein abdel-laTif 
MouanneS

Bintjbeil.org
Alahedews.com
Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Mtv.com

Facebook.com
Mtv.com

Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Mtv.com

Al-Mustaqbal

Facebook.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Lebanondebate.com
Al-Mustaqbal

Lebanondebate.com
Al-Ahednews.com

Lebanondebate.com

Onlylebanon.net

Second week of May 2013

Second week of May 2013

Second week of May 2013

Second week of May 2013

Second week of May 2013

Second week of May 2013

First week of May 2013

First week of May 2013

12

Second week of May 2013
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#

020

019

018

017

016

015

014

013

012

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

aahed MohaMad Saade

huSSein ahMad aSSaf

haSSan naSSer-eddin

ali Saad

Mahdi al-MouSSawi

wafic ali haMiyyeh

huSSein haSSan barakaT

ibrahiM kanSo

MohaMad Jawad

Onlylebanon.net

Bintjbeil.org

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Bintjbeil.org

Robtlateen.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

First week of May 2013

First week of May 2013

Fourth week of April 2013

Fourth week of April 2013

Fourth week of April 2013

Fourth week of April 2013

Fourth week of April 2013

Fourth week of April 2013

13

Fourth week of April 2013
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#

011

010

009

008

007

006

005

004

003

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

Jawad aZein

ali JeShi

MohaMad al-abed

abbaS rihan

haMZeh ghaMlouSh

huSSein h. al-boudani 

huSSein neMr SharTouni

huSSein a. aSh-Sheikh iSSa

Zein al-abideen MuSTafa  

Facebook.com
Syriareport.net

Youtube.com

Obituary Card

Obituary Card

An-Nahar.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Facebook.com

Youtube.com

Fourth week of April 2013

Third week of April 2013

Second week of April 2013

Second week of April 2013

Fourth week of March 2013

Third week of March 2013

Fourth week of February 2013

First week of October 2012

14

Third week of April 2013
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#

002

001

Image Name SOURCeaPPROXImaTe DaTe
OF PaSSINg

huSSein MohaMad h. al-diab

haSSan SaMaha

Youtube.com

Youtube.com

First week of October 2012

August 2012

14

This alert is merely a first statement about the issue of Lebanese dying in 
Syria. More information will be regularly posted on the website ShiaWatch.

Kelly Stedem contributed to this article.


